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Executive Summary 

For the first time, the Orangutan Veterinary Advisory Group (OVAG) held its annual workshop in Sabah, Malaysian Borneo 

in collaboration with the Sabah, Wildlife Department (SWD).  Though our partnerships between Orangutan Conservancy 

(OC), Chester Zoo (CZ), and the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM), remain as strong as ever, it 

is important to maintain relationships in all orangutan range countries and we were delighted to accept {²5Ωǎ invitation to 

hold our 8
th
 annual workshop in Sabah.   As fragmented forests are continuing to cause great damage to orangutan 

numbers in both Malaysia and Indonesia, our work as a collaborative, is more important and crucial than ever in preventing 

further fragmentation that could possibly bring the orangutan to extinction.  

In an effort to further our unique group, you will have noticed our new logo featured on the cover page of this document.  

The initial design was by our own Ricko Laino Jaya with an assist by Emma Wood. 

This year was very productive for our OVAG veterinarians.  Siska and Winny went to England to intern with the Chester Zoo 

and work with the Liverpool Vet School.  Ricko and Yenny went to the United States as guests oŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǘ ²ŀȅƴŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Zoo and were even able to travel around a bit to other zoos and see some of the sights (as did Siska and Winny in England!).  

Anta is beginning the field work portion of her PhD with Murdoch University in Perth, Australia.  Several of our vets will also 

ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¸Ŝƴƴȅ ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Lt{ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

Chicago, as did Agnes of BOSF.  Ricko and Arga will present at conferences a little closer to home.  In 2017, we hope to be 

able to send additional OVAG veterinarians to England and the U.S. again.   We are truly becoming a global network ς which 

is what we set out to do when we first started in 2009! 

Thƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  The field of wildlife ophthalmology was introduced which was 

truly fascinating though difficult.  Work continued on respiratory issues which seem to plague many orangutans in both 

zoos and sanctuaries (rehabilitation centers).  We also had our first orthopedic sessions - all which were very informative.  

Another addition was the focus on behavior and even a bit of primate evolution and orangutan tooth eruption!  Our 

workshops, as always, continue to gather together veterinary teams and wildlife staff working in Indonesia, Malaysia, and 

internationally to increase our individual and shared knowledge.  Together, we hope to continue to build networks with 

local and foreign government entities, universities, field sites, rescue/rehabilitation/release centers, zoos, non-profit 

organizations, businesses and private parties to conserve, protect and increase awareness for the only great ape found 

indigenously outside of Africa.   

Each year as we learn more, we grow more and build more networks and collaborations.  We now have a Google Drive site 

dedicated to all things OVAG from 2009 so we can have all materials and presentations available to everyone at any time.  

There is also a dedicated OVAG Whatsapp group.  Together, we can truly make a difference! 

The 2016 OVAG Workshop was co-sponsored by the Orangutan Conservancy (USA), and Chester Zoo/ NEZS (United 
Kingdom).  Thank you Chester Zoo for becoming a core ongoing funding supporter of OVAG!!!   OVAG received additional 
funding support from The Orangutan Project (TOP ς Australia), Fort Wayne /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ½ƻƻ ό¦{!ύΣ and Abaxis (Europe). 
 
Raffaella Commitante, B.F.A., M.A., Ph.D. (Cantab)                                                                                                                                                          

Steve Unwin, B.Sc., B.V.Sc., Dipl ECZM,  MRCVS                                                                                                                                                                             

Ricko Laino Jaya, drh.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Yenny Saraswati, drh.                                                                                                                                                                                           

CitraKasih Nente, drh., MVS (Conservation Medicine)                                                                                                                                              

Fransiska Sulistyo, drh., MVS (Conservation Medicine)                                                                                                                         

Sumita Sugnaseelan, DVM (UPM), Ph.D. (Cantab) 
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Budget 

 
US DOLLAR 

Air International 10,500.00 

Air Domestic    1,000.00 

Hotel  10,400.00 

Ground travel    1, 500.00 

Catering       200.00 

T Shirts/Banners      400.00 

Office Misc.      500.00 

Veterinary Supplies      100.00 

Veterinary Continuing Education Support   2,000.00 

Veterinary Support: Presenting at Conferences   1,000.00 

Bank Transfer Fees      100.00 

Misc.      300.00 

    

TOTAL 28,000.00 
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Letter of Invitation: 

 

 

  



 
 

OVAG 2016 Agenda Soluxe Hotel, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia 
        

TIME 

7/23/2016 
Saturday 

Sunday 7/24 Monday 7/25 Tuesday 7/26 Wednesday 7/27 Thursday 7/28 
Friday 
7/29  

7:00 

Delegates 
arrival 

Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 

Dele-
gates 

depart 

7:30 

8:00 

Welcome:  Ricko Jaya MC                              
SU intro / RC intro                                       

SWD Director William Baya 
speech given by SN 

 Genetic and phenotypic 
characterization of Cystic 
Fibrosis airway disease in 

non-human primates                                                                       
(JT-C)                                                  

YJ - Facilitator 

Ophthalmology (AJ)                                    
PN - Facilitator 

Back to Basics: Animal Health 
Programme Creation (SU) 

Biosecurity Practical 
(SU) 

9:00 

Short Videos: OVAG / GAVO            
Ice breaker  (What does OVAG 

mean to you)                                                             
OVAG Committee 

Orangutan Respiratory 
disease                 (NL & JT-C) 

Orthopaedics                                  
(MP)                                                          

RJ-Facilator 

Orangutan Behavior                        
(a beginning) (RC, CN) 

9:30 

10:00 

10:30 Break Break Break Break Break 

11:00 

Evolution                                                                
( RC) 

Orangutan Respiratory 
disease                      (NL & JT-

C) 

Orthopaedics                                  
(MP)                                                          

RJ-Facilator 

Study Case - (4-5 delegates)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Orangutan Dentition (FO)          

YJ-Facilitaor  

Biosecurity Practical 
Con't (SU) 

11:30 

12:00 

12:30 

13:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

14:00     After lunch - vans to SWD     

14:30 

Group discussion: 
Internationally recognized 

Wildlife Welfare Assessment 
(SU, SS) 

Study case (4-5 Delegates)                           
LB-Facilitator 

SWD Field Lab Visit - 
Diagnostics/biosecurity 

(SWD) OrthopoedicsPractical 
(MP)                                                               

Opthamology (AJ)                                          
DR-Facilitator Free Afternoon -                       

Explore Kota Kinabalu 

Second evaluation, 
Wrap up sessions - all 
(+ quiz results) (SU) 

15:00   

15:30 

Critically Endangered 
Orangutan Species Status / 

Population                                        
SN - Facilitator 

  

16:00 Break Break Break 

16:30 
Post release Health assessment 

(Group Discussion) - Cont'd 
IUCN Great ApesHealth Best 

Practices                                                                     
(SU, CN- Facilitator) 

OVAG Strategy                                        
OVAG Committee - 

Facilitators 

Closing meeting                                       
After closing meeting,  

load on to BUS to 
Dinner 

17:00 

17:30 

18:00 

Dinner  

Dinner/SKYPE with 
colleagues Uni of 

Birminghan Orangutan 
Biomechanics 

Dinner  
Conference Dinner - 
Courtesy of Sabah 
Tourism and SWD 

19:30 

20:00 

 
Presenters:   

 
Facilitators: 

   

  
SU:  Dr. Steve Unwin JT-C: Dr. Jennifer Lynn Taylor-Cousar RJ:  drh. Ricko Jaya DR:  Dr. Diana Ramirez 

 

  
CN: drh. Citrakasih M. Nente SS:  Dr. Sumita Sugnaseelan FS: drh. Fransiska Sulistyo LB:  Dr. Laura Benedict 

 

  
RC:  Dr. Raffaella Commitante MP:  Dr. Matthew Pead 

 
YJ:  drh. Yenny Jaya SN: Dr. Sen Nathan 

 

  
NL:  Dr.  Nancy Lung AJ:  Dr. Anna Jane Marlar 

 
CN: drh. Citrakasih M. Nente PN: Dr. Pakeeyaraj Nagalingam 

   
FO; Felicity Oram 

     

  



2016 Participant List 

1 Ade Fitria Alfiani  ade@cop.or.id COP 

2 Marc Ancranaz  marc.ancrenaz@yahoo.com Hutan 

3 Ibritina Angkle sorclinic205@gmail.com SWD 

4 Laura Benedict lorzbenedict@hotmail.com Sepilok 

5 Raffaella Commitante rcommitante@gmail.com Orangutan Conservancy / OVAG 

6 Jibius Dausip gajaman64@gmail.com SWD 

7 Nul Efly vet.oic@orangutancentre.org OIC  

8 Dewi Candra Fitriani dewicandra91@gmail.com Jejak Pulang 

9 Andrew Ginsos sorclinic205@gmail.com SWD 

10 Jerry Gumpil   SWD 

11 Ayu Budi Handayani     handayaniayubudi@gmail.com IAR 

12 Andhani Widya Hartani andhani_widya@yahoo.com Jambi / Frankfurt  

13 Soedarmanto Indarjulianto  indarjulianto@yahoo.com   UGM - Vice Dean 

14 Bennediktus Waluyo Jati B.waluyojati@outlook.com Sintang 

15 Ricko Laino Jaya rickojaya@orangutancentre.org OIC / OVAG 

16 Baerbel Khoehler baerbelkoehler@abaxis.de ABAXIS  

17 Nancy Lung  nancylung2@gmail.com Journal of Zoo and Wildlife Medicine 

18 Abdul Malik   SWD 

19 Annajane (AJ) Marlar ukeyevet@flash.net Ophthalmologist 

20 Caroline Martin caroline.martin@iapwa.org Independent  

21 Rufina Matiu sorclinic205@gmail.com SWD 

22 Pakeeyaraj Nagalingam pakeeyaraj@gmail.com SWD 

23 Sen Nathan rhinosbh@gmail.com SWD 

24 Citrakasih Nente citrakasih@gmail.com Independent / OVAG 

25 Felicty Oram opticon@earthlink.net Hutan 

26 Alexandra Palmer alexandra.palmer.14@ucl.ac.uk PhD student, UCL 

27 Mathew Pead MPead@rvc.ac.uk RVC 

28 Popowati iccaros@yahoo.com OFI 

29 Nur Purba Priambada purbo@internationalanimalrescue.org IAR 

30 Suhairin Putra wildliferescueunit@gmail.com SWD 

31 Diana Ramirez daluna3@hotmail.com  SWD 

32 bin Abdul Rashid   SWD 

33 Hafiz Ukhwanur Riandhita  hafiz@orangutan.or.id BOSF / Samboja 

34 James Robbins   Orangutan Appeal, UK 

35 Ruhaizam Ruslan wildliferescueunit@gmail.com SWD 

36 Yenny Saraswati yenny.jaya@gmail.com  SOCP / OVAG 

37 Reuben Sharma reuben@upm.edu.my UPM 

38 Fransiska Sulistyo  siska@orangutan.or.id BOSF / OVAG 

39 Sumita Sugnaseelan sumi@upm.edu.my UPM /OVAG 

40 Maryos Vigouri Tandang mariyos@orangutan.or.id BOSF / Nyaru Menteng 

41 Jennifer Taylor-Cousar taylor-cousarJ@NJHealth.org NJH 

42 Steve Unwin s.unwin@chesterzoo.org Chester Zoo / OVAG 

43 Muhammad Wahyu vets_wildlife@yahoo.com Vesswic 

44 Andika Pandu WIbisono pandu.wibisono@hotmail.com  SOCP  

45 Hery Wijayanto herykh@ugm.ac.id UGM 

46 Wilfred Yuya wildliferescueunit@gmail.com SWD 
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Day One - July 24 

Opening ceremonies ς Ricko Jaya MC 

Introduction: Steve Unwin 

Beginning in 2009, OVAG was not begun to develop into a non-profit organization (NGO) but rather as a network of like-

minded organizations and individuals working together to interact and collaborate towards orangutan conservation.  Most 

of us that are veterinarians are here for training, others that are non-veterinarians are here for information and extended 

learning.  But, whatever the reason: everyone works to their strengths.  We have developed a research friendly 

environment but we have also made time to form friendships.  We are all part of the same network, no one opinion is more 

valuable than another and we always respect each other. 

Mission: One Health solutions in orangutan conservation medicine through empowerment of those working on the front 

lines. 

There are four areas that OVAG as a network is working towards: 

1. Capacity building: OVAG training for relevant diseases and conservation management on a global scale (changes in 

disease practices, etc.) 

2. Evaluation and Welfare must be a part of what we do and OVAG can help in dealing with welfare issues, ethics, 

and euthanasia. 

3. Research 

4. Networking 

OVAG Film ς Produced by Steve Unwin 

OVAG Film  - Produced by Tom Mills (Orangutan Conservancy) 

 

Welcome to the Land Below the Wind (Sabah) speech from Sabah Wildlife Department: given by Dr. Sen on behalf of the 

Director, William Baya 

! ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǊŀƴƎǳǘŀƴ ±ŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ {ǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ: 1. Dr Raffaella Commitante, 

Orangutan Conservancy, 2. Dr Steve Unwin, Chester Zoo, 3. Drh. Fransiska Sulistyo, Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation 

(BOSF), 4. Drh. Citrakasih Nente, Yayasan Jejak Pulang, 5. Drh. RIcko Jaya, Human Orangutan Conflict Response Unit 

(HOCRU),6. Drh. Yenny Saraswati, Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Program (SOCP), 7. Dr Sumita Sugnaseelan, Universiti 

Putra Malaysia 



Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Sabah Wildlife Department I would like to warmly welcome all the participants here to Kota Kinabalu , 
Sabah. Thank you for finding time away from your busy schedule to be part of the Orangutan Veterinary Advisory Group 
Workshop 2016. Back in 2012, the Veterinary Faculty of University Putra Malaysia, Selangor had the pleasure of hosting the 
workshop and four years later here we are in Sabah with a much greater number of participants. 

As a state with a native population of orangutans, Bornean orangutans are totally protected under Part 1 of Schedule 1; 
Section 25(1) of the Totally Protected Animals under the Wildlife Conservation Enactment (WCE) 1997. Any offence related 
to this species warrants a fine of RM50, 000.00 or an imprisonment of 5 years, or both. Most recently Bornean orangutans 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ άŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΩΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ L¦/b wŜŘ [ƛǎǘΦ 

This in no way undermines previous efforts done for the species but it is now a challenge for all of us to work harder for the 
better future for our furry cousins. 

As of 2016, the rate of admission of orphaned orangutans here in Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre has significantly 
reduced over the past 10 years. In fact, the center received no orphans last year. This shines positive ray of hope for the 
Bornean Orangutans and we are currently underway in conducting a state-wide wild orangutan population study here in 
Sabah. I strongly believe with increased enforcement and awareness efforts by the department supported by wonderful 
collaborations such as OVAG, the plight of orangutans would be cohesively addressed.  

9ǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎέΣ L ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ƭearn about 
these magnificent creatures. Therefore, OVAG is the best platform to share all of our valuable experiences and knowledge 
working with our orangutans. 

We would like to thank the steering committee of OVAG for allowing us to be your collaborator for this year in organizing 
such a crucial workshop. It is indeed nothing short of an honor to be involved in this noble partnership. 

The Sabah Wildlife Department very much supports and wishes to extend this collaboration into a solid network in the near 
future to protect our orangutans, be it Bornean or Sumatran. We are definitely looking forward to work more closely 
together with OVAG in the future.  

Having said that, I would like to end my speech here. I sincerely hope that you will have both a productive and enjoyable 
time here in Sabah. 

Thank You, 

William Baya                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Director, Sabah Wildlife Department 

 

DŀǾƻΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ (Film by Steve Unwin) 

The Search For Siska   Gavo Pt 2 (Film by Steve Unwin) 

Ice Breaker:  Meeting and sharing what we hope/expect from OVAG and what OVAG means to each of us as a group. 

 

 

 



Ice Breaker Wrap Up:   

What we can expect/hopeΧ 

Sharing knowledge honestly without discrimination  

Strengthening relationships and networking and sisterhood 

Promote better regulations and documentation for orangutan conservation 

Tell everyone (not just in Malaysia) to have better forest for orangutans 

To be able to share our experiences at the workshop with others 

Share, collaborate and foster a new generation of conservationists 

LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

Get information on orangutan medicine (new techniques and procedures) 

Find a way to gather information from all centers on orangutan medical information for documentation 

Understanding health challenges faced by orangutans in Borneo and Sumatra particularly relating to respiratory diseases 

Gather OVAG information in a more formal way towards a database development and publishing 

What OVAG means: 

OVAG is collaboration from all people who really care about the future of the orangutan 

Knowing people who work with orangutan and working together 

OVAG feels like home! 

OVAG is an original resource for orangutan knowledge 

OVAG is a family and a place to share and discuss, although we come from different backgrounds and different countries 

OVAG is a network of people (veterinarians and non-veterinarians) working to save the orangutan 

OVAG is a group of people who love orangutan and is determined to save orangutans without reservation ς and do not 

expect anything in return other than saving the orangutan 

OVAG is sincerity 

OVAG is a group that collectively sees and works with many orangutans, so a group holding much knowledge ς all together 

at one time 

h±!DΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōe heard worldwide by publishing 

Quiz:  For evaluation purposes (given to participants at the beginning and then again at the end of the workshop) 

 



Overview of framework in dealing with issues of orangutan health : Steve Unwin 

Abstract 

Back to Basics: Preventative Health program 

The goals of a preventative health program are to: 

�x prevent disease entering the site 

�x maintain health of animals and people on site 

�x prevent dissemination of disease to other institutions / release programs 

Importance 

�x Difficulty of diagnosis and treatment of overt disease 

�x Often too late once show signs of overt disease 

�x Difficulty in eliminating many organisms once established in the collection 

�x General improvement of condition / performance of stock 

 
Using Chester Zoo as a worked example and template, and their own experiences, delegates will form location orientated 

groups to work through: 
a. Who are the decision makers 

b. What are the components of a successful program (guided). Compare this to what you do now 
c. How are you going to implement the program effectively (guided). Compare this to what you do now 

d. Why? Justify your decisions for c. 
 

One Health Concept: investigating issues of disease across populations    

One health refers to the collaborative efforts of multi-disciplines working locally, nationally and globally to attain optimal 

health for people, animals and our environment. 

Review of One Health Pyramid  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We tend to deal with the top end of the pyramid ς we try as clinicians to do preventative medicine, improve diets etc., but 

there are increasing pressures from situations arising from human/animal interactions. 

Structural One Health: looking at socioeconomic factors that can spread diseases between species.  Much of the wildlife we 

look at regarding disease deals with human interactions.  Most wildlife issues are in areas that have been modified by 

human activity and human culture ς though we are not experts in culture, economics, etc., we still need to be aware of 

them and engage with people who do know those things. 

Wildlife corridors:  many such corridors have been set in protected forests where there is no human encroachment.   

However, most are in areas that work as buffers between areas of human habitation.  Others are in human settlements and 

some of those are very close to intense human land sometimes including livestock. 


